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CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 2872 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, UN, CY 

SUBJECT: UNFICYP REDUCTIONS 

REF: STATE 98276 AND STATE 91875 

1. EMBOFFS CALLED ON GREEK MFA CYPRUS DIRECTOR METAXAS 
MAY 14 ON BASIS REFERENCED MESSAGES. METAXAS LISTENED 
CAREFULLY AND REMARKED THAT WHILE HE ANTICIPATED NO 
SHIFT IN GREEK POSITION FAVORING IN PRINCIPLE UNFICYP 
REDUCTIONS HE WOULD PREFER NOT TO RESPOND UNTIL NEXT WEEK 
AFTER HE CONFERRED WITH OTHERS IN MFA AND COULD TAKE INTO 
ACCOUNT LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN CYPRUS. 

2. TURNING TO PROSPECT OF RESUMPTION OF INTERCOMMUNAL 
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TALKS, METAXAS SAID THAT AT MOMENT HE WAS NOT SANGUNIE. 
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HE TOLD EMBOFFS GOG INITIATIVE IN PRESENTING REVISED 
FORMULA LAST WEEK FOR RESUMING TALKS WAS SUMMARILY 
REJECTED BY TURKS. METAXAS ADDED THAT NO FORMULA WAS 
NOW UNDER CONSIDERATION AND THAT TURKS APPARENTLY OPPOSED 
EVEN THE MOST NEUTRAL LANGUAGE.HE REPEATED THAT OUTLOOK 
FOR RESUMTION WAS NOT ENCOURAGING. 

3. ACTING DCM QUERIED METAXAS ON DAY'S PRESS REPORTS 

THAT PRESIDENT MAKARIOS' POSITION MAY BE THREATENED BY MOVE 
TO OVERTHROW CYPRUS GOVERNMENT. MEXTAXAS CHARACTERIZED 
NEWSPAPER STORIES AS "VASTLY EXAGGERATED" SPECULATION. 

HE POINTED OUT THEFT OF WEAPONS FROM NATIONAL GUARD COULD 
EXPECTEDLY STIR CERTAIN ANXIETIES IN VARIOUS QUARTERS, BUT 
AS SAME TIME IT WAS NOT SUFFICIENT GROUNDS TO ESCALATE 
SITUATION INTO NEW CRISIS. HE ADDED THAT GOG STILL DID 
NOT HAVE FACTS ON AGIA IRINI INCIDENT. IN RESPONSE TO 
EMBOFF'S QUERY ON STATUS EOKA-B, METAXAS REMARKED THAT 
ARCHBISHOP MAKARIOS' LATEST STATEMENT URGING EOKA-B 
TO DISARM WAS POSITIVE STEP, BUT THEFT OF ARMS FROM 
NATIONAL GUARD AND TENSION WITHIN GREEK COMMUNITY SEEM TO 
HAVE NULLIFIED ITS GOOD IMPACT. 

4. COMMENT: METAXAS' REQUEST TO DEFER PRESENTATION OF GREEK 
VIEWS ON UNFICYP REDUCTION SEEMS REASONABLE IN LIGHT OF FACT 
GOG HAS NOT MADE KNOWN ITS VIEW ON FURTHER REDUCTIONS 
SINCE NOVEMBER 25 COUP SO FAR AS EMBASSY AWARE. WE WOULD 
ANTICIPATE THAT SAME REASON WHY GOG PREVIOUSLY FAVORED 
REDUCING UNFICYP WOULD CONTINUE TO PERTAIN. HOWEVER, WE 
WOULD NOT FORECLOSE POSSIBILITY NEW PRESENT 
GOVERNMENT MAY ADD SOME NEW INGREDIENTS. 
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